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Ladies & Gentlemen,

2024 marks half a century since Turkey’s 
invasion of Cyprus, half a century of oc-
cupation of Kyrenia, Famagusta and Mor-

the day of our return. Half of Cyprus is 

-
main fresh.

15 July 1974 – the dark hour of the coup 

-

20 July 1974; their invasion of Kyrenia 
changed the course of history. During 

-
cupying Morfou and Famagusta. They vi-
olently displaced, killed, raped, captured, 
humiliated local populations. Turkey oc-
cupied 36.2% of Cyprus land, displaced 
around 170,000 Cypriots, a 40% of the 

years on the fate of most of them is still 

Morfou and Famagust for years believed 

light. Scattered around Cyprus, they are 
-

standing by to grab, root out and change 
the demographic characteristics of the 
place.

occupation, settlers came in reaching 
one million, they say, at some point; Turk-

the island’s resources is currently under 
Turkish administration.

Dear Friends,

We are forsaken. We are agonising about 

looking for a homeland. 

our homes, our property, our churches. 
Our cultural heritage is at the mercy of 
time and decay as our monuments are 
about to collapse. 

Our call, , 
-

fore, called to pass on the message to our 
children and grandchildren, the second 
and third generation; they are children 

have the duty to keep nurturing this place 

to our homeland.

-

than 50% of those displaced have died 
and laid to rest far from their homeland. 

We urge our children to never forget, to 

freedom and peace return to homeland, 

-
riot government, the Europeans, United 
Nations need to understand that they 
cannot uproot us from our homeland; 

not accept yet another lost homeland. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The churches at the occupied municipal-
ities remain silent. We call for FREEDOM 

again celebrating the Resurrection of 
our homeland.

Thank you for your attention.

QUOTE FROM THE SPEECH BY MAYOR OF LAPITHOS SOULA MOURETTOU  
AT THE EVENT OF THE UNION OF CYPRIOT REFUGEES OF GREECE  

50 YEARS OF INVASION AND OCCUPATION (31 December 2024)
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The Mayor of Lapithos Mrs Soula Mourettou, 

the Members of the Lapithos City Council and the Municipality Personnel,

together with the Presidents and the Members of Organized Bodies of our town wish you all:

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2025.

Wish you also full of Health, Happiness, Peace and Freedom to our country Cyprus



Lapithos news

Lapithos Refugee Association held a 
very successful event at the Panos 
Solomonides Cultural Centre on 22 

November 2024. The hall was full of 
friends who had the opportunity to see 
the “Beloved Lapithos” photo exhibi-

to Lapithos “My Lapithos, I love you”, 
inspired by the late Panos Panagidis’ 
poetry with music by Marios Meletiou, 
music arranged by Harris Andreadis and 
performed by Petros Tzamtzis. The vid-

-
heriou and Andreas Stavrinos. It was di-
rected by Petros Tzamtzis and produced 
by the Lapithos Refugee Association.

The event was held under the auspices 
of the Limassol Municipality, supported 
by the Lapithos Municipality while State 
broadcaster RIK was media sponsor.  Ad-
dresses were delivered by Limassol May-

Mayor Soulla Mourettou while guests 
were received by Lapithos Refugee As-
sociation’s President Dimitris Minas.  In 
his address Dimitris Minas underlined 
the need to keep the memories alive de-

-
tion have gone by; he added that Lapi-
thos people’s commitment to return to 
their homeland is still strong and urged 
the younger generation to uphold the 
longing to return to a free home without 
occupation forces. 

Theatrologist Loukia Piki opened the 
event reciting a poem by Anastasia 
Hadjiloi-Katsoni, a literature scholar 
and member of the Lapithos Refugee 
Association Board.  In a moving atmos-

-
ber of the Lapithos Refugee Association 
Board, presented the video of the Lapi-
thos Anthem while a live performance 
of the Athens followed.  Talented Ste-
fanos Karatzis performed songs about 
our people’s struggle for liberation and 
return to our homeland.  The Association 
President also presented ccommemora-
tive plaques to the Limassol Mayor, the 
composer, and the singer.

Supreme Court former president Myron 
Nikolatos and the Association President 

opened the “Beloved Lapithos” photo ex-
hibition which brought together images 
from Lapithos alone.

Theatrologist Loukia Piki moderated 
the event while the Association Secre-
tary Christiana Kyprianidou ensured the 
smooth running of the presentation.

-
gional Secretary for Limasson Yorgos 
Georghiou, Kyrenia and Karavas Vice 
Mayors, presidents of several associa-
tions and unions and numerous Lapithos 
people now resident in Limassol.

GREAT PARTICIPATION IN THE KEY EVENT 
ORGANISED IN LIMASSOL  

BY LAPITHOS REFUGEE ASSOCIATION 


